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Drains to Harbour education  
programme washes up on high note 
Nelson City Council recently completed a three-year programme to educate schoolchildren and the community about stormwater, 
including how best to reduce run-off of contaminants entering the stormwater systems that drain into waterways and Nelson Harbour. 

The urban stormwater-focused programme, Drains 
to Harbour, ran in all of Nelson’s primary and 
intermediate schools between 2019-2021, delivered 
on behalf of Council by Tasman Bay Guardians to 
900 students, and involved 57 school staff, 153 parent 
helpers and 11 volunteers.

The programme highlighted the importance of 
education about stormwater pollution, and how it 
affects our freshwater and coastal habitats and the 
plants and animals that live there, particularly  
native fish. 

For school students, Drains to Harbour provided 
a classroom introduction to stormwater pollution 
sources and effects, alongside field trips to local 
streams to investigate water quality. Students 
were then encouraged to take action to improve 

stormwater quality in their community.

In addition to the in-schools programme, a series 
of community events and workshops provided 
information about stormwater management on 
residential properties, environmentally responsible 
ways to wash your car, and other tools and techniques 
for reducing stormwater-related contamination. 

These workshops also educated people on the 
difference between wastewater and stormwater, 
an important distinction summed up perfectly by 
one of the 2019 students. “Stormwater comes from 
rain and goes down the drain on the roadside and 
straight out to the sea. Wastewater comes from 
houses, businesses and industry, it goes to the water 
treatment station to get filtered, then goes to the sea.” 

The students learned lots of fantastic facts throughout 
the programme, and completed varied action projects 
including videos, posters and artwork shared in the 
community and on social media, installation and 
monitoring of stream litter traps, and publication of a 
picture book which is now in the Nelson Library. 

Year Three students at Victory Primary School made 
an amazing stop-motion video to spread the word 
about stormwater – they even translated it into six 
different languages! (see still image above). The video 
had more than 3000 views on Facebook.

When asked, “Do you think other schools should do 
Drains to Harbour?”, a Victory Primary School student 
said, “Yes! So they can learn more about the rivers, 
bugs, oceans, why we shouldn’t put stuff in the drains. 
They can learn how important the river is.”

WATER SAVING TIPS There are lots of simple ways you can conserve 
water – and every drop helps.

USE A BUCKET
to wash the car
RATHER THAN A HOSE 

TURN OFF THE TAP

YOUR TEETH
when brushing

STICK TO SHORTER

SHOWERS

TO REDUCE 
FLUSH WATER

PUT A BOTTLE FULL

in your toilet cistern
OF WATER

DRIPPING TAPS
FIX ANY

your garden or crops

HEAT OF THE DAY
DURING THE

COMPOST MULCH 

TREES AND

SHRUBS
around

AVOID WATERING

Choose drought-tolerant

TREES &
FOR YOUR GARDEN
PLANTS

PUT A BOWL IN THE SINK
when washing your

VEGETABLES – 
then reuse the water  
on your garden


