
Registration Fees

Rural dogs (properties of 1 hectare or more) 54.50

All other urban dogs 97.00

All dogs classified as dangerous (standard registration fee, plus 50% surcharge as required by statute) 145.50

Police, Seeing Eye and Hearing Dogs 5.00

Replacement registration disc 5.00

Registration discounts (applied annually): 
Neutered dog (proof from a vet is required) -5.00

Impounding fees (in any 12 month period)

First Impounding 76.00

Second Impounding 152.00

Third Impounding 228.00

Daily charge (for each day following impounding) 15.00

After hours callout charge (outside normal working hours) 81.00

Insert microchip to impounded dogs where required 38.50
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All dogs over three months of 
age on 1 July must have a current 
registration. 

As a dog owner you are responsible 
for ensuring your dog is registered 
by 1 July. Penalties apply for any 
dogs not registered by 31 July.

Dog registrations are due in June. 
Payment can be made in person 
at Nelson City Council or online at 
my.nelson.govt.nz. If you require 
assistance and wish to make a 

payment, don’t hesitate get in touch 
with our Customer Service Centre on 
03 546 0200 or email  
customer.service@ncc.govt.nz.

Registration fees have increased by 
the Consumer Price Index (CPI) this 
year. This is a small increase that 
keeps fees in line with costs. 

2021 Dog Registrations
It’s time to renew your dog registration.
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If you've already registered, 
we will have all your 
details, so it will be a 
simple job to re-register 
your dog this year by 
logging in to the Dog 
Registrations portal at 
my.nelson.govt.nz. You can 
also check that all of your 
details are up-to-date and 
make any changes you 
need to.

If you haven't already 
registered, you'll need to 
set up your account. Go to 
my.nelson.govt.nz and click 
on Dog Registration (under 
Animal Management) – 
then follow the prompts to 
create an account. You'll 
need your dog owner 
number, which you will find 
on the registration form 
you received, and your 
date of birth.

If you need any help with 
setting up an account, 
logging in or registering 
your dog, contact Council's 
Customer Service Centre 
and we can help. Just 
remember, however you 
do it, all dogs need to be 
registered by 1 July.

The Dogs Online system 
only accepts payment by 
credit card, so if you want 
to pay by internet banking 
go to nelson.govt.nz/
online-payments and use 
your owner number as a 
reference. Alternatively, you 
can bring your registration 
form into Civic House and 
pay over the counter.

What do these  
Fees Pay for?
Services covered by dog registration  
fees include:
• Dog training and on site behavioural advice

• Education programmes for adults and children

• Signage and advertising of dog-related issues

• Providing doggy doo bags

• Dog control, including impounding wandering 
dogs, investigating dog attacks, minimising 
nuisances caused by dogs

• Responding to a variety of complaints

• Running the animal shelter

• Patrols

• Taking legal action when required

• Administration and maintenance of the 
Council database including the annual 
registration process
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Dogs Online
You can now register, pay and manage your dog 
registration online at my.nelson.govt.nz. 
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Barking dogs – help is at hand
Barking dogs can be upsetting for everyone – neighbours and the dog owner. 

If you’re having trouble with a dog barking in your area, 
we encourage you, if you feel comfortable doing so, to 
talk to the owner or drop a note in their letterbox. Often, 
they may not realise there is a problem.

If this proves unsuccessful contact Council’s Customer 
Services Centre, 03 546 0200 (24/7 service) and we 
will try to work with the owner to address the issue. 
If it is your dog that is barking – which can be just as 
upsetting – check out our ‘Nobody Likes a Noisy Dog’ 
nelson.govt.nz/assets/Services/Downloads/licensing-
dogs/Barking-Dog-Brochure.pdf brochure which has 
lots of information on how to solve the problem.

Here are some tips to help your dog or puppy adjust to 
being home alone before it becomes a problem:

• Set the scene for your dog to experience small 
amounts of time alone each day

• Leave your pooch at home alone a couple of times 
a day for a few minutes 

• When you’re at home together, put your dog into 
another room with the door closed each day for 
some quiet time. Make the room comfortable and 
give it something to play with to make it a positive 
experience for your dog

• If your dog struggles with being in a separate room 
from you, try a baby gate or barrier of some sort in 
the doorway, so that it can still see and hear you but 
can’t access you. Use a crate if your puppy or dog is 
used to being crated

• If you intend to leave your dog alone outside in your 
garden. Make sure it also has time alone outside 
each day while you’re at home and give your dog 
something to do out there to help create a positive 
experience

• Build up the time that your puppy or dog is left alone. 

Speak to your neighbours and let them know that you 
are being proactive with helping your dog to transition 
smoothly and keep in touch with them to see if they 
have heard any excessive barking.

Some dogs will bark excessively even if they aren’t 
distressed, especially if they can see the outside world 
and people passing by. Seek help from a professional 
dog behavioural consultant if your dog’s barking is a 
nuisance.

Thanks to Vikki Pickering, from youandyourdog.co.nz 
for the tips above.
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Marsden Valley Dog Park
Council has received great feedback regarding 
our new secure area where dogs are able to  
run free. 
Situated north of the Marsden Valley Cemetery and 
accessed via Marsden Valley Road, the park has dedicated 
space for small and large dogs, water fountains and 
benches, doggy doo bag dispensers and rubbish bins, and 
space for 10 car parks.

The perimeter is fenced, and pedestrian access maintained 
via two double-gated access points. The park is well 
removed from residential areas, minimising nuisance issues 
such as noise.

A dog trainer and behaviour consultant provided advice 
on how best to set up the dog park, ensuring shade, fresh 
water and interesting things to sniff or interact with are 
great additions. Separating little dogs and their owners from 
bigger dogs is also important.

The little dogs have their own space to use, and the bigger 
dogs can stick to their area and can be rougher and tumble 
about without any fear of hurting the little ones.

A dog park provides an additional safe place for dogs 
to play and socialise in our community. Not only does it 
provide an opportunity for dog-dog social interactions, it 
will also allow for more dog-person social interactions which 
is just as important.

When you go to a dog park you are more likely to encounter 
people who enjoy dogs, and will not encounter bikes, 
skateboards or joggers all of which can be a challenge for 
some dog owners in public. A dog park is a great place for 
dog-oriented people to interact and doggy play dates can 
be arranged.

Dogs can be walked off lead in areas where dogs are not 
prohibited or areas designated as on-lead. The prohibited 
areas include:

• Nelson Airport (unless transporting dogs for air lift out of 
Nelson; or dogs securely restrained in the owner's vehicle)

• Eastern two thirds of Tahunanui main beach

• The playing area on Council sports grounds

• The play area in children's playgrounds

• Nelson City Council Water Works Reserves (unless you 
have a permit) - Maitai Valley - Brook Valley - Roding

• Any public building owned or controlled by the Council. 
(Except Trafalgar Centre or Stoke Hall when a function 
involving dogs is being held.)

• Haulashore Island

• Oyster Island

• Haven Holes Reserve

• Whakapuaka Raupo Swamp

• Fenced areas at Paremata Flats

• Sand Island

These Maitai River swimming holes:

• Dennes Hole

• Sunday Hole

• Maitai Camp Hole

• Any Department of Conservation land (not foreshore or 
sea bed) without authorisation, for example a dog control 
permit (unless the area is specifically provided for in the 
Dog Control Policy)

• The beaches and estuary flat of Nelson Haven bounded 
by the Boulder Bank Scenic Reserve (to the west) and 
Boulder Bank Drive (to the east) for a distance of 500m 
along each of those boundaries

• The Boulder Bank Scenic Reserve, from October to 
February, from 4km from the intersection of Boulder Bank 
Drive and the Boulder Bank Scenic Reserve, to the Cut.


